
“When we meet real tragedy in life, we can react in two ways--either by losing hope and falling into self-
destructive habits, or by using the challenge to find our inner strength.”

- Dalai Lama XIV

ACT I SCENE I

Sunday, July 3rd. 2016. The home of the 
CURTIS’S seems still. The cream walls tell a 
million stories and hold a million secrets. The 
living room is decorated with a soft hand. You 
can tell that everything holds some special 
memory. The couch still wears a smile from the 
times big mama sat in it too long. The slight chip 
in the paint still remembers the baseball incident. 
The pictures on the walls reveal a family who are 
all searching for different things. To the left of 
the living room we can see a dining room with an 
entrance to the kitchen. Upstage right, we see 
stairs leading to the bedroom of DEIDRA and 
IMMANUEL.  Other areas on stage become 
different places with slight furniture adjustments. 
In the dimly lit living room, fifty-three year old 
DEIDRA CURTIS, pastor of Holy Ground 
baptist church, stands in a daze. She is holding a 
very worn bible under her arm. Dressed in an all 
white gown that makes her feel pure. She is not. 
But she needs to feel that now. She needs to feel 
something. Anything. After a moment, she 
realizes what time it is.

DEIDRA
(Yelling upstairs)

I need everyone down in five minutes.

She goes to look at herself in the mirror. She 
sees someone but is unsure of who it is. The 
bottle of antidepressants becomes her friend as 
she twist off the lid and takes two of them with a 
glass of water.
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DEIDRA
(To herself)

Okay, Deidra. You’ve got this... You’ve got this.

She begins to brush her hair. It is the only part of 
her that feels beautiful, but she would never let 
anyone know that. 

DEIDRA
(Calling upstairs again.)

Hello! On-timely-ness is next to Godliness.

OLIVIA enters from the stairs.

OLIVIA
Great! She’s making up bible verses again.

She is seventeen and only has fifty days left 
before she’s off to Stanford on a full basketball 
scholarship. She is wearing khaki pants and a 
button down shirt that is not tucked in. She’s 
comfortable being herself. But...

DEIDRA
Olivia, can you please wear something a little more ladylike today? 

OLIVIA
What’s wrong with this?

DEIDRA
You’re going to church.

OLIVIA
Yes. Against my will.

DEIDRA
Can we not do this?

OLIVIA
Do what? I should be allowed to wear whatever I want.

DEIDRA
While you’re still living in my house, you will wear something presentable.
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OLIVIA
This is presen-

DEIDRA
Olivia! 

OLIVIA seethes back up the stairs as POPS is 
coming down. Seventy-six years young, but an 
old school player, let him tell it. Fresh as a brand 
new Cadillac. Showing signs of dementia.

DEIDRA
Finally! Someone who is dressed prop- 

She notices he is not wearing any shoes.

DEIDRA
Dad, where are your shoes?

POPS
Last time I checked, they were on my feet. Now, I have no idea. And I can’t seem to find 
my hat either.

DEIDRA
Just have a seat. I’ll find them.

POPS
Why are you always telling me to have a seat? 

DEIDRA
I just don’t want you to hurt yourself dad.

POPS
I’ll be fine. I’m a big boy now

DEIDRA
I know you are.

She crosses over to the stairs.

DEIDRA
(Shouting)

Elijah? ... Elijah!?
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ELIJAH
(Offstage)

Ma’am?

DEIDRA
Are you almost ready?

ELIJAH
Yeah.

DEIDRA
Okay. Go to your grandfather’s room to see if you can find his dress shoes and his hat. 

POPS
The one with the brim that Ruthie bought me.

DEIDRA
He knows Dad.

(To Elijah)
Have you seen your father?

ELIJAH
(Offstage)

No.

DEIDRA
Of course.

She goes to brush her hair more.

POPS
That dress looks awfully familiar. 

DEIDRA
That’s because it was mom’s.

POPS
Ah! I knew I’ve seen it before. You look just like her. Although, I seem to remember her 
smiling more when she wore it.

DEIDRA
This is a very important day and no one is ready. 

POPS
Everything will be fine.
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DEIDRA
I’m not sure about that dad.

POPS
You’ve dealt with worse. And besides... Dee Dee, my sweetie, is strong.

DEIDRA
Dad-

POPS
Dee Dee, my sweetie, is wise.

DEIDRA
You don’t have to-

POPS
Dee Dee, my sweetie, is a masterpiece...

POPS looks to DEIDRA to finish the rest. 
Reluctantly, she does.

DEIDRA
My special little surprise.

POPS
That’s right. And don’t you forget it.

DEIDRA
Love you dad.

POPS
Love you too, Dee Dee... I think I’ll take a load off.

POPS takes a seat in the lazy boy. OLIVIA 
enters from the stairs. She has changed her 
clothes but it isn’t much different than what she 
was wearing before.

OLIVIA
Is this better?

DEIDRA
No, but it will have to do.
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IMMANUEL enters from a morning jog. Fifty-
six years old and ready to live for the first time. 
Whatever that means for him.

IMMANUEL
Morning everyone.

POPS
Morning son.

OLIVIA
Hey dad!

DEIDRA
Did you forget what day it is?

POPS
I don’t believe so.

DEIDRA
We have to be out of the door in two minutes.

IMMANUEL
I’m not going.

DEIDRA
Immanuel, we talked about this.

IMMANUEL
Yes. And I said I’d think about it. I’ve thought about it. I’m not going.

DEIDRA
Where did you find them?

ELIJAH
In the freezer.

POPS
Ah! Right where I left them.

DEIDRA
Dad?
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POPS
What? I like my shoes cold. Bring’em here Lijah. 

DEIDRA
(To Elijah)

Was that the only tie you could find?

ELIJAH
What’s wrong with my tie?

DEIDRA
It’s not very becoming.

ELIJAH
What am I supposed to become?

DEIDRA
Never mind. Did you find the hat?

ELIJAH
I didn’t see it.

POPS
I don’t go anywhere without my hat. Ruthie bought me that hat/

DEIDRA
I’ll get the hat, dad. Can you all help your Grandfather into the car.

POPS
I don’t need help getting to the car.

DEIDRA
Elijah, do you mind driving so I can concentrate on the sermon?

DEIDRA doesn’t wait for an answer before 
disappearing upstairs.

OLIVIA
Dad, I don’t want to go.

IMMANUEL
Just go to support your mother.

OLIVIA
But you’re not going.
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IMMANUEL
Things are a little different for me, sweetie.

ELIJAH
Things are different for all of us.

ELIJAH
Come on Pops. Let’s get out of here.

OLIVIA, ELIJAH, and POPS exit. 
IMMANUEL goes to get his guitar from its 
stand. DEIDRA enters from the stairs carrying 
POPS’S hat.

DEIDRA
Immanuel, you know today is very important to me. Would it kill you to be there to support 
your wife?

IMMANUEL
I’ve been supporting you Deidra. I’ve been supporting you for the last seventeen years. I 
need to do something for me, for once.

DEIDRA
And what is that something? Sit around strumming on that guitar?

IMMANUEL
If I choose to.

Beat.

DEIDRA
What happened to us?

IMMANUEL
I think you already know the answer to that question.

DEIDRA looks at him, trying to find her missing 
husband. Then goes to grab her purse.

DEIDRA
Can you at least take the chicken out of the freezer so I can prepare it tonight? Is that too 
much to ask?

IMMANUEL
It would be my pleasure.
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She begins to exits. 

IMMANUEL
Deidra?

She looks at him.

IMMANUEL
All you have to do is apologize. If not to the church, at least to Elijah.

They look for each other before she exits. He 
waits until he hears the sound of the car before 
he reaches inside the sound hole of the guitar for 
a hidden gem. A nicely rolled joint. He puts it to 
his nostrils and deeply inhales the earth, then he 
strums a few notes. It is a song that he started 
after he... let go. He pulls out a Bic and lights the 
joint. At the same time, lights come up on 
DEIDRA, upstage left, at the pulpit. He inhales. 
She exhales. He plays. She preaches.

DEIDRA
Good Morning, saints. I’m happy to see a good number of you after my short time away. 
I’m so grateful to Pastor Laurence who has interceded in my time of need and I am blessed 
that you all have remained faithful throughout this ordeal... I’m glad to be back to deliver 
God’s truth. As you know, there were some who condemned me for speaking that truth a 
while back. The media made me out to be the bad guy. Calling me everything but a child of 
God...The past few weeks haven’t been easy. People have misconstrued my message and 
the enemy has gotten the upper hand. As I stand here today, I want all of you to know 
something. I care for all of God’s people. I love you because God loves you. And as your 
pastor, I also know that I have a responsibility to the church to represent the Almighty, 
wholeheartedly. So, I will not recant and I will not apologize.  I regret nothing that I have 
said. I regret nothing that I have done. Because I am a believer of the one, true God, and 
anyone who has a problem with that, all I can offer you is my prayer... During my time 
away, the Spirit reminded me of Paul when he asked the Galatians, have I become your 
enemy simply by telling the truth? As Christians, we should all know that we can’t accept 
what society wants us to deem the new normal. Why? Because society is wicked and we 
are called to be in the world and not of it. Psalms 94:16 asks the questions, Who will rise 
up for me against the wicked? Who will stand for me against those who practice iniquity? I 
say, Lord it is I. Your humble servant. I am wearing the whole armor of God that I might 
stand firm. And as long as I live, I will continue to stand on truth. Because we know from 
John 8:32, only the truth will set you free. Let us pray.
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She bows her head. IMMANUEL lifts his to 
look at the spinning ceiling fan. It reminds him of 
his life. Going around in circles. He puffs on his 
joint, trying to get higher than his problems. 
High enough to talk to whatever it is that’s 
supposed to be up in the sky. Lights fade.

ACT I SCENE II

The next day. Independence day. But this family 
is anything but free. In the blackout we hear a 
recorded message. The voice is full of joy and 
we instantly feel connected to it.

TYE
Elijah! Wassup, College Boy! I know you busy being all scholarly and what not, but give 
me a call when you can. I have something to talk to you about. And before you start 
worrying, because I know how you are, it’s nothing bad. Miss you dude.

Lights rise and ELIJAH sits in the lazy boy 
listening to the message on his phone. He is in a 
trance, as if he has listened to this message many 
times. He has. And it still hurts.

The prompt comes on.

VOICEOVER
To replay this message, press one. To save, press nine. To erase, press seven.

ELIJAH presses a button.

TYE
Elijah! Wassup, College Boy! I know you busy being all scholarly and-

There is a knock on the door. He snaps out of his 
trance and quickly ends the call. He exhales 
deeply before going to answer the door. We see 
SANDRA TYLER. Twenty-one years old, a 
firecracker. She can be as sweet as molasses, but 
don’t piss her off. Loyal to a fault. Close friend 
and ex girlfriend of ELIJAH. She is wearing her 
Save-a-Lot grocery store uniform.
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SANDRA
What’s up, big head?

ELIJAH
Hey Sandra.

They share a hug. One that only a true friend can 
give.

SANDRA
What are they feeding you at that university? You’re getting fat.

ELIJAH
Ouch!

SANDRA
Same thing my eyes said.

ELIJAH
Hasn’t even been five seconds and you’re already being mean to me.

SANDRA
I’m not being mean. I’m just telling the truth.

ELIJAH
Well... You look great.

SANDRA
I know.... It’s good to see you.

ELIJAH
It’s good to be seen.

SANDRA
Where is everyone?

ELIJAH
Olivia’s down at the court, I believe. I don’t know about anyone else. We all seem to go off 
on our own nowadays.

SANDRA
So it’s just you and I here?

ELIJAH
Yep.
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SANDRA
You know back in the day that meant trouble.

ELIJAH
Yeah. You were always coming on to me.

SANDRA
Wait... I was always coming on to you? I think you have that backwards. You know you 
wanted all of this... But then senior year.

ELIJAH
But then senior year.

The secret lies within their eyes.

SANDRA
Doesn’t matter. I have a new love now and he treats me so good.

ELIJAH
Oh really? What’s this new love’s name?

SANDRA
Jesus.

ELIJAH laughs.

SANDRA
What? You got a problem with my man?

ELIJAH
Nope. No problem here. I hope the two of you hit it off.

SANDRA
Wait a minute. Don’t tell me that college has turned you into a heathen.

ELIJAH
I think I was a heathen before college.

SANDRA
I can’t believe I’m hearing this.

ELIJAH
Yeah right. It’s your fault.

SANDRA
How is it my-
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ELIJAH
Seducing me with those bedroom eyes. I was happy being a virgin, but here you come 
swinging those hips.

SANDRA
That’s just the way I walk.

ELIJAH
Let me see.

She walks across the room adding extra 
oscillation to her hips.

ELIJAH
You do not walk like that.

They laugh.

ELIJAH
You on your lunch break?

SANDRA
Yeah. It’s supposed to be thirty minutes but I take an hour. Especially since I had to deal 
with crazy coupon lady today.

ELIJAH
Oh no! Not crazy coupon lady! How many did she have this time?

SANDRA
About fifty-seven. And twenty of them were for different brands of cat food. Every time 
she walks in the store I start to rethink life. How in the hell did I end up spending six years 
working at Save-a-Lot? This was not the dream, Elijah.

ELIJAH
I know, but you’re taking care of your responsibilities, so...

SANDRA
I’m not even sure how they became my responsibilities.

ELIJAH
How is your dad anyway?

SANDRA
Fat and lazy. Nothings changed.
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ELIJAH
Well he’s lucky to have you around.

SANDRA
He doesn’t seem to think so. But enough about me. What’s up with you, big head? 

ELIJAH
Just trying to deal, you know?

SANDRA
How are things around here?

ELIJAH
Fragile.

SANDRA
I can imagine. You know someone uploaded yesterday’s sermon to Youtube?

ELIJAH
You’ve got to be kidding me?

SANDRA
Nope. Jenny sent it to me this morning.

ELIJAH
Great. Something else to add to the pressure cooker.

SANDRA
She’s doing this to herself. Why doesn’t she just apologize?

ELIJAH
I can’t speak for her.

SANDRA
Well someone needs to put her in her place.

ELIJAH
Seems like a lot of people are trying to put her in her place. I just want to keep the peace 
around here but that’s becoming extremely difficult.

SANDRA
This is not your burden to carry.
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ELIJAH
Yeah? You should take your own advice.

SANDRA
My situation is completely different.

ELIJAH
Not really. We’re both just holding on. I guess that’s all we can do now.

OLIVIA enters from outside wearing basketball 
shorts and a tank top. Basketball under her arm.

OLIVIA
What’s up Sandra T?

ELIJAH
Are those my shorts?

OLIVIA sticks out her tongue at ELIJAH.

SANDRA
Hey Liv, how you doing?

OLIVIA
Ask me that in forty-nine days when I’m out of this hell-hole.

SANDRA
That’s right! Off to Stanford on a full ride. And just to think, I taught you everything that 
you know.

OLIVIA
Yeah right. I was born with these skills.

She twirls the ball on one finger. Show off.

OLIVIA
I haven’t seen you at the court in a while.

SANDRA
I’m always working. Besides, I wouldn’t want to embarrass you.

OLIVIA
Whatever! I can take you.
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SANDRA
That’s the same thing your brother thought. Now his tears will permanently be a part of the 
pavement.  

ELIJAH
You may have won, but I didn’t cry.

OLIVIA
And I’m not my brother. I didn’t get a basketball scholarship for nothing. How about a 
game of one on one?

SANDRA
You sure about that?

OLIVIA
Just tell me when.

SANDRA
Okay. I owe you a game soon.

OLIVIA
I’ll be waiting. Remember, in forty-nine days I’ll-

SANDRA
I won’t forget.

OLIVIA
Good. I’m gonna get a drink. You thirsty?

SANDRA
Parched. I remember when your brother used to be a gentlemen and offer a lady a glass of 
water.

ELIJAH
I’ve known you since I was eleven years old. This is practically your house.

SANDRA
What does that mean?

ELIJAH
It means, you can get your own glass of water.

SANDRA
(hand on her chest. Imitating a southern 

belle)
Well I never...
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OLIVIA
I’ll get you some. Hard to find a good man nowadays.

SANDRA
(Jokingly)

That’s why I just depend on the Lord!

OLIVIA playfully hits ELIJAH as she exits to 
the kitchen.

SANDRA
So are you staying the whole summer?

ELIJAH
I don’t know yet. It feels weird being back. Especially with Tye being gone and everything 
that’s happening down at the church. Man, these past two years have been an emotional 
rollercoaster.

SANDRA
Yeah. You’ve been through a lot. But remember, I’m here for you. No matter what we’ve 
been through. You’ll always be my little big head.

ELIJAH
I appreciate you more than you know.

SANDRA
That’s what friends are for, right?

ELIJAH
Yeah, but what are ex-girlfriends for?

SANDRA
Don’t go there Elijah. 

OLIVIA enters with water and hands one to 
SANDRA.

ELIJAH
What about me?

OLIVIA
This is your place. Get your own water.

OLIVIA and SANDRA catch eyes and chuckle 
under their breath.
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ELIJAH
It’s all good. I wasn’t thirsty anyhow.

We hear a commotion on the other side of the 
front door.

OLIVIA
Here we go.

POPS and DEIDRA enter already in the middle 
of a debate. DEIDRA is holding groceries.

POPS
I don’t give a damn what that crazy ass doctor says. I’ve been eating meat for seventy-six 
years and I’m going to continue to eat it.

DEIDRA
Dad your blood pressure... you need to take your pills.

POPS
I’m not taking another damn pill. You hear me? When it’s my time to go, it’s my time to go. 
I don’t understand why everyone is so afraid a death. It’s gonna happen regardless of how 
we feel about it. And I plan to die eating whatever the hell I want... Hey kids. 

They respond. He and OLIVIA do a special 
handshake. He sits on the couch and reads the 
paper next to it.

DEIDRA
Can we not talk about your death please? 

POPS
It’s gonna happen.

DEIDRA
But not today so can we... whatever. Can someone please help me with the bags? Hey 
Sandra. Long time no see.

ELIJAH grabs the bags from DEIDRA and takes 
them into the kitchen.

SANDRA
(Blandly)

Hello.
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DEIDRA
How’s your family doing?

SANDRA
Fine.

DEIDRA
That’s good. I didn’t see you all at church yesterday.

SANDRA
(About to sting)

That’s because you -

ELIJAH
(Entering quickly from the kitchen)

They just got back in town.

He looks at SANDRA as if to say, please don’t. 
SANDRA relents.

DEIDRA
Okay. I’ll plan to see you all next week. You missed a good sermon.

SANDRA
Oh I saw it.

DEIDRA
You did?

SANDRA
Sure did... Elijah, I should be going now. Breaks almost over.

DEIDRA
I’m making dinner tonight. If you’re not busy, come share a meal with us. It’ll be like old 
times.

SANDRA
Thanks... Call me later big head. Maybe we can go to the movies and watch the fireworks.

ELIJAH
Sounds like a plan.

SANDRA
Olivia, get some practice in.
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OLIVIA
All I do is practice but I won’t need it to take you.

SANDRA
You talk a big game but let’s see if you can back it up.

OLIVIA
Ready when you are.

SANDRA
I’ll let you know. See you all later. Later Pops.

POPS
Alright now.

SANDRA looks at DEIDRA with slight 
indignation. She exits.

POPS
Who the hell was that?

ELIJAH
That was Sandra, Pops. You know her.

POPS
I don’t recall.

DEIDRA
You all know that he forgets things. He’s not pretending.

POPS
I can speak for myself Deidra.

DEIDRA
Sure dad... Is everything okay with Sandra?

ELIJAH
Yeah. She’s just a little tired from work.

DEIDRA
Well she was awfully rude.

OLIVIA
Ha! That’s funny.
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